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Ch. 1: Crime, Criminal Justice, and Scientific Inquiry
I.
Introduction: Why study research methods

II.
What is this book about?

A.
Two realities


B.
The role of science

III.
Personal human inquiry


A.
Tradition


B.
Authority

IV.
Errors in personal human inquiry


A.
Inaccurate observation


B.
Overgeneralization


C.
Selective observation


D.
Illogical reasoning


E.
Ideology and politics


F.
To err is human

V.
The foundations of social science


A.
Theory, not philosophy or belief


B.
Regularities


C.
What about exceptions


D.
Aggregates, not individuals


E.
A variable language


F.
Variables and attributes


G.
Variables and relationships

VI.
Purpose of research


A.
Exploration


B.
Description


C.
Explanation


D.
Application

VII.
Differing avenues for inquiry


A.
Idiographic and nomothetic explanations


B.
Inductive and deductive reasoning


C.
Quantitative and qualitative data

VIII.
Ethics and criminal justice research

