Fundamentals of Research in Criminology and Criminal Justice

Chapter 1 

Overview and Outline

Science, Society, and Criminological Research

Overview

This chapter introduces the issues and methods that will concern us throughout the text.  The chapter begins with a discussion of recent school violence and how it raises questions that must be addressed by social science researchers. This chapter also defines some of the basic concepts needed for topics covered later in the text, including social science, experiments, and validity.  Everyday errors in reasoning and research types are also explained in some detail.

Outline

I. Chapter Overview: What Do We Have in Mind? 

II. Reasoning About the Social World

a. Questions and Answers 

i. Asking questions about the actions and attitudes of others

ii. The role of perspective in generating answers

b. Everyday Errors in Reasoning

i. We can overgeneralize when we forget the limitations of our experiences

ii. Selective or inaccurate observation is possible due to our emotional reactions to events

iii. Illogical reasoning occurs when we make false assumptions

iv. Resistance to change

1. Ego-based commitments cause us to make statements that concur with our own beliefs and make it difficult to admit when we’re wrong

2. Excessive devotion to tradition causes us to alter our reasoning to maintain familiar beliefs

3. Uncritical agreement with authority can hinder our ability to assert our own opinions

III. How the Scientific Approach is Different
a. Why We Do Criminological Research

i. Those motivated by policy can identify needs and allocate responsibility among agencies that could meet those needs

ii. Academic researchers can evaluate cause and effect

iii. Personal motives may drive someone to help prevent problems

b. Social Criminological Research in Action
i. Description:  Youth Risk Behavior Survey and the magnitude of youth violence

ii. Exploration:  Graduate student gunman and how schools react to gun violence

iii. Explanation:  What factors are related to Youth Delinquency and Violence?
iv. Evaluation:  Do Violence Prevention Programs in School Work?
IV. Strengths and Limitations of Social Research

a. Reduction of error in everyday reasoning

b. Always subject to some error

c. Always subject to different interpretations

V. Types of Research Methods
a. Techniques

i. Experimental approach
ii. Surveys

iii. Observation

iv. Interviews

v. Secondary data analysis
b. Qualitative and Quantitative Methods

VI. Social Research Philosophies

a. Positivism and Postpositivism
i. Positivist is the believe, shared by most scientists, that there is a reality that exists apart from our own perception of it, although our knowledge of it may never be complete
ii. Postpositivism holds that there is an empirical reality but that our understanding of it is limited by its complexity and by the biases and other limitations of researchers.

b. Interpretivism and Constructivism

i. Interpretivism is the believe that reality is socially constructs and that social scientists try to understand the meanings people give to that reality

ii. The constructivist paradigm emphasizes how different stakeholders in social settings construct their beliefs
c. An Integrated Philosophy
VII. Validity:  The Goal of Social Research

a. Measurement validity

b. Generalizability

c. Causal or internal validity
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