Fundamentals of Research in Criminology and Criminal Justice

Chapter 8
Overview and Outline

Analyzing Content: Historical, Secondary, and Content Analysis, and Crime Mapping
Overview


This chapter discusses the sources, methods, and methodological and ethical issues surrounding secondary data analysis.  Each of the methods includes a case study involving secondary data analysis, including Heimer and De Coster’s (1999) study of gender and violent offending, Rise’s (1995) study of the Martinsville Seven, Archer and Gartner’s (1984) Comparative Crime Data File, and Cavender and Bond-Maupin’s (2000) study on media representations of crime.

Outline

I. What Is Secondary Data?
a. Sources for secondary data include the ICPSR, Census statistics, and NACJD
b. Heimer and De Coster (1999) used the National Youth Survey to explain disparities in violent delinquency between boys and girls

II. Historical Events Research

a. Historical research in social science involves developing general theoretical explanations rather than simply describing events

b. Rise (1995) evaluated the case of the Martinsville Seven through historical documents

III. Comparative Methods

a. Archer and Gartner (1984) created the Comparative Crime Data File to examine the effects of postwar violence

b. The data file was used to overcome the perceived problems surrounding generalizability, controlled comparison, causal inference, intervening variables, and methodological uncertainty in criminological research

IV. Content Analysis

a. Content analysis makes inferences from text through systematical analysis

b. Cavender and Bond-Maupin (2000) evaluated the shows America’s Most Wanted and Unsolved Mysteries to determine how criminals were depicted

V. Crime Mapping

a. Shaw and McKay (1942) conducted a landmark crime mapping project by analyzing juvenile delinquency in Chicago neighborhoods

b. Rosenfeld et al. (1999) analyzed the mechanisms through which gangs facilitate violent offending in St. Louis through crime mapping

VI. Methodological Issues When Using Secondary Data

a. Measuring Across Contexts

b. Sampling Across Time and Place

c. Identifying Causes

VII. Combining Research Designs

a. Comparing Research Designs

b. Triangulating Research Designs

i. Triangulation:  The use of multiple methods to study one research question.

c. Triangulation In Action:  American Indian Homicide

i. While other researchers had noted high rates of American Indian homicide, Bachman’s (1992) triangulated study sought to explore the factors that contributed to the high rates

ii. Using American Indian homicide rates and interviews with homicide offenders, she found that social disorganization and economic deprivation led to higher homicide rates

VIII. Ethical Issues when Analyzing Available Data and Content
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