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• AUTHORS (flush with the left margin, listed by author last names, first, and middle 
initials; separated by commas, with an & before the last author – unless there are more 
than 7 authors) If there are more than 7 authors, list the first 6 authors, followed by … 
then the last author. For example: 
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., Author, C. C., Author, D. D., Author, E. E.,  

Author F. F., … Author, H. H. (date). 
• PUBLICATION DATE (in parentheses followed by a period) 
• TITLE OF THE ARTICLE (receives sentence-style capitalization, ends with a period; 

Psychopathic Personality Inventory is capitalized because is it a proper name) 
• TITLE OF THE JOURNAL (receives headline –style capitalization, is italicized, and 

should be followed by a comma) 
• VOLUME NUMBER (italicized) 
• ISSUE NUMBER (immediately follows the volume number in parentheses, is not 

italicized, and should be followed by a comma) 
• PAGE RANGE (ends with a period) 
• New for 2009 (6th Ed. APA manual): If digital object identifier (DOI) is assigned, list the 

doi following the page range.  If no doi is assigned, and you retrieve an article online, use 
the following: Retrieved from http://www.      after the page range. 
The retrieval date is no longer needed, you should simply list the home page URL for the 
journal. 

Basic Rules of an APA Reference List 
• At the top of your list of references, centered, should be the word: References 
• Do not number your references, use bullets, or any other markers. The purpose of the 

first line of a reference being flush with the left margin; whereas, the subsequent lines 
are indented is to differentiate the references.  

• References should be listed in alphabetical order according to the last name of the 
first author. For example, if you had three articles, and the last names of the first 
authors for your sources were Smith, Jones, and Thomas, you would list Jones first, 
Smith second, and Thomas third. 

• Do not rearrange the order of authors for a single article. For example, in the 
reference above, the order of the authors should appear as they are, and not be 
rearranged as Eden, Lilienfeld, Patrick, Poythress, and Test. 

• The first word following a colon (:) or a question mark (?) should be capitalized in the 
title of the article. Proper names should be capitalized as well.  

• Your references should be double-spaced (do not quadruple space between 
references) 
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